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Breeders’ Cup Ltd. has unveiled a very broad framework for the com-
pany’s future beyond 2 0 0 9 , which would include a more structured se-
ries of races leading  up to the W orld Championships and a focus on
long -term alliances with several key racetracks.

W illiam F ield of the consulting  firm V alue P art-
ners presented a strateg ic report at the annual
election meeting  of the Breeders’ Cup board of
members and trustees on Thursday in Lex ing -
ton.

The broad analysis and recommendations come
on the heels of a string  of chang es and challeng es
since 2 0 0 6 , when the company board of directors
was streamlined to 1 3  members with Bill F arish
elected as chairman.

S ome elements of the recent tweaks, including  the ex pansion of the
W orld Championships to two days, 1 4  races, and $ 2 5 .5 -million in purses,
may be reassessed over the nex t six  months as directors and internal
committees build upon F ield’s report in developing  a strateg ic plan.

The Breeders’ Cup has had to dip into reserve funds the past few years
to cover operational deficits, including  a $ 5 -million shortfall last year,
even as W orld Championships purses have g rown from $ 1 4 -million in
2 0 0 5  to $ 2 0 -million in ’0 6 , $ 2 3 -million in ’0 7 , and $ 2 5 .5 -million in ’0 8  and
’0 9 . The company is projecting  another $ 5 -million deficit this year, citing
steep declines in foal and stallion nominations, but there will not be any
chang es to this year’s event N ovember 6 -7  at S anta A nita P ark.

The company launched the Breeders’ Cup Challeng e in 2 0 0 7  as an in-
centive offering  automatic q ualification to the W orld Championships to
the winners of certain prep races, but without providing  a cohesive struc-

ture to build up to the event. Indeed, establishing  a log ical bridg e be-
tween the Triple Crown and Breeders’ Cup has been an elusive g oal in
several adaptations of the Breeders’ Cup stakes supplements prog ram.

P art of F ield’s plan is to establish a series or competition leading  up
to the W orld Championships that would involve g reater cooperation
between the Breeders’ Cup and key racetracks.

“ O ne of the recommendations from V alue P artners is to try more
of a collaborative approach,”  Breeders’ Cup P resident G reg  A violi said.
“ I f you g o back to the various series, not just the Breeders’ Cup series
but other series that have been attempted over the years, g enerally
it’s somebody coming  to a racetrack and saying , ‘H ere’s our series;
we’d like you to participate. A s opposed to, ‘Let’s desig n something
tog ether that will work for everyone.’

A violi said the Breeders’ Cup would provide substantial funding  for
the new venture. H e also said F ield’s report does not take a position
on whether some of those funds should be re-directed from Champi-
onships purses. A violi did say that the series probably would not be
able to encompass all 1 4  of the current Breeders’ Cup race divisions.

The board of directors intends for many of the details, including  ne-
g otiations with racetracks and horsemen’s org aniz ations and a decision
on the W orld Championships format, to come tog ether before the end of
the year. Churchill D owns will play host to the 2 0 1 0  W orld Championships,
but the Breeders’ Cup has not decided on a venue beyond that.— Jeff Lowe
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H o rs e  o f th e  Y e a r, s ire  B la c k  Tie  A ffa ir p e n s io n e d
Black Tie A ffair ( Ire) , the 1 9 9 1  H orse of the Y ear

and sire of 3 5  stakes winners, has been pensioned
due to declining  fertility at O ’S ullivan F arms in Charles
Town, W est V irg inia.

The 2 3 -year M iswaki horse beg an his stud career
in 1 9 9 2  at V inery K entucky and stood there for six
seasons before standing  five years at E ast S tud in
J apan. H e returned to the U nited S tates in 2 0 0 4  and
stood the past five seasons at O ’S ullivan F arms.

Black Tie A ffair’s top prog eny include G rade 1  win-
ners E vening  A ttire and F ormal G old and Braz ilian

champion M y Tie. H e has sired 4 1 0  winners from 6 8 3
starters who have earned $ 5 6 ,2 2 0 ,1 8 8  throug h Thurs-
day.

Black Tie A ffair’s H orse of the Y ear and champion
older male campaig n included victories in the Breed-
ers’ Cup Classic ( G 1 )  and P hilip H . Iselin H andicap
( G 1 )  plus five other g raded stakes for trainer E rnie
P oulos and owner J effrey S ullivan.

Black Tie A ffair won 1 8  of 4 5  career races and earned
$ 3 ,3 7 0 ,6 9 4 . Bred in Ireland, Black Tie A ffair is out of the
stakes-winning  A l H attab mare H at Tab G irl.— T im  N ic h olsB L A C K  TIE  A F F A IR

B la c k  Tie  A ffa ir (Ire )'s  

le a d in g  ru n n e rs
= M Y  TIE  (B rz ) (9 5  f., da m by  = M a n n sfeld [Ity ]). 3  win s, $ 9 8 ,8 4 5 . C ha mp ion  2 y o in  B rz . 1s t G P  Joa o C ecilio F erra z  (B rz -G 2 ), etc. 
E V E N IN G  A TTIR E (9 8  g., O ur N a tiv e). 1 5  win s, $ 2 ,9 7 7 ,1 3 0 . 1s t Jock ey  C lub G old C up -G 1 , etc. 
F O R M A L  G O L D (9 3  c., S creen  K in g). 8  win s, $ 1 ,5 3 3 ,6 0 0 . 1s t W oodwa rd S .-G 1 , D on n  H .-G 1 , P hilip  H . Iselin  H .-G 2 , etc.
L IC E N S E  F E E (9 5  f., D ep uty  M in ister). 1 6  win s, $ 1 ,2 0 0 ,4 1 6 . 1s t S ix ty  S a ils H .-G 3 , G a llorette H .-G 3 , etc. 
W A S H IN G TO N  C O L O R (9 4  c., L in k a ge). 7  win s, $ 3 ,0 9 6 ,2 4 6 . 1s t N egishi S . (J p n ) (twice), G a rn et S . (J p n ), C r y sta l C up  (J p n ), etc.
= F U J IN O  W A V E  (J p n ) (0 2  c., S top  the M usic). 1 7  win s, $ 2 ,2 6 1 ,2 2 9 . 1s t J B C  S p rin t (J p n ), T ok yo H a i (J p n ), 3 rd C a p ella  S . (J p n ), T ok yo S p rin t (J p n ). 
D O U B L E  A F F A IR (9 4  g., N odouble). 2 0  win s, $ 5 9 6 ,0 9 0 . 1s t W a r field S .-L R , etc.
L O R D  S TE R L IN G (9 6  g., S a n  F eliou [F r]). 5  win s, $ 5 7 5 ,3 6 2 . 1s t Josep h T . G ra ce H .-L , 2 n d M ea dowla n ds C up  H .-G 2 , etc.
N A T'S  B IG  P A R TY (9 4  g., R ep la n t). 1 3  win s, $ 5 6 3 ,1 3 7 . 1s t In dep en den ce B reeders' C up  H .-L , etc.
TU X E D O  J U N C TIO N (9 3  f., G lea min g). 7  win s, $ 4 3 9 ,2 3 1 . 1s t F a irwa y  F un  S .-L , L uisa n t H ., M iss C a liforn ia  H ., etc.

CO R R E CT IO N

The wrong  photo was inserted with a story about chang es in the Breed-
ers’ Cup Ltd. board of directors in F riday’s issue of TH O R O U G H BR E D TI M E S

TO D A Y . A  photo of W illiam S . F arish was run instead of a photo of Breeders’
Cup Chairman Bill F arish. TH O R O U G H BR E D TI M E S TO D A Y reg rets the error.   


